
Consumer data source is pre-qualified as being a used car user/owner but there will also be a qualifying question 
in case this has changed. We will also have source profile data which includes gender, age, and location. startlinemotorfinance.com

Topical Questions

HP PCP PCH Savings Friend/Relative Bank loan

Trend (Aug-Oct)

When buying your next used car, which finance method 
would you use? (choose as many as apply)
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Hire purchase (HP)

Personal contract 
purchase (PCP)

Personal leasing/personal 
contract hire (PCH)

From savings

Borrow from a friend 
or relative

Bank loan
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Which of these factors would influence 
your choice of car? (choose as many as apply)
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Trend (Aug-Oct)

Running
costs

Cost
of living

Inflation Fewer miles Job Security Environmental
impact

More miles Family sizeCharging
infrastructure

Petrol, 
diesel or 
electricity

76%

Servicing Insurance Tyres Other
56%

2%

Which of these running costs would influence 
your choice of car? (choose as many as apply)

Q3

58%

What is/will be the fuel type of your … 

Petrol Diesel Hybrid Electric

If you were buying a used car now, which of these 
fuel types would you consider?

Petrol

Diesel

Hybrid

Electric

Q2

40% 38% 11%

4%

7%

9%

13% 36% 13% 15% 23%

19% 47% 17% 8%

22% 38% 13% 8% 19%

Definitely Buy Might Consider Same Might Not Consider Would Not Consider

Current car Next car Car after
58%

23%

14%

31%

15%

22%

32%
38%

22%

31%

9%

Current car

62%
21%

12%
5%

How do you feel about the idea of buying 
a used car this month?Q1

Negative
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DieselPetrol Hybrid Electric

Trend (Aug-Oct)

ServicingPetrol,
diesel or
electricity

Insurance Tyres Other

Positive
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Neutral Positive Negative

5%

I a
m

 c
on

si
de

rin
g 

no
 lo

ng
er

 h
av

in
g 

a 
ca

r

24%

M
y 

ex
is

tin
g 

ca
r i

s 
fin

e

10%

U
se

d 
ca

rs
 a

re
 to

o 
ex

pe
ns

iv
e

19%

M
y 

jo
b 

fe
el

s 
le

ss
 s

ec
ur

e

29%

Th
e 

ec
on

om
y 

fe
el

s 
le

ss
 s

ta
bl

e

62%

Pe
rs

on
al

 fi
na

nc
es

 a
re

 w
or

se

0% 0%

I d
on

't 
fe

el
 lik

e 
a 

ch
an

ge

O
th

er

43%
Positive

51%
Unchanged

6%
Negative

61%
Yes

39%
No

58%
Take 

medicines

42%
Drive

68%
Yes

32%
No

October 2026

What drives 
consumers

Are you aware that taking some over the counter medicines 
such as co-codamol, antihistamines, and cough and cold 
remedies, could mean you fail a drug driving test?
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Which are the most annoying aspects of driving as we head 
into autumn and winter?  (Choose as many as apply)

Q7

If you had to make a choice of taking one of these medicines 
to help a medical problem or driving, which would you choose?
(Choose as many as apply)

Do you get your vehicle checked this time of year to see whether 
it is ready for winter motoring?
(Choose as many as apply)

More should be done to make people aware of the dangers of using these medicines while driving

These medicines can be as dangerous to driving as illegal, recreational drugs

I know people who take these medicines and drive

70%

24%

22%

I have taken one or more of these medicines and driven

19%

I have felt drowsy while taking one of these medicines

16%

The dangers of taking these medicines and driving are probably overstated

15%

I have felt drowsy behind the wheel after taking one of these medicines

6%

% answering "Yes"

Low sun and glare

Slippery or poor road conditions such as wet leaves and hidden potholes

Being blinded by the lights of oncoming cars

53%

42%

40%

Heavier congestion due to school runs and weather delays

37%

Driving in the dark as days shorten

36%

Other motorists driving without lights on in bad weather 

30%

Getting into a cold car in the morning

26%

Having to scrape your windscreen

24%

Smudgy windscreen wipers

14%

% answering "Yes"

16%


